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BARRY SLATER — REDRESS WA 

933. Hon SUE ELLERY to the Minister for Community Services: 

I draw the minister’s attention to the case of Mr Barry Slater of Embleton, a terminally ill applicant of Redress 
WA who has received an interim payment of $2 000. 

(1) Is the minister aware that Mr Slater has been able to ascertain neither what level of final payment he 
might be entitled to nor how the amount of $2 000 out of a potential $10 000 interim payment was 
determined? 

(2) Does the minister think it is reasonable that Mr Slater, in his dying days, is contemplating that his 
family may well be better off if he had not accepted the interim payment and instead after his death let 
the family claim the $5 000 available to the estate of deceased Redress WA applicants? 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY replied: 

I thank the member for the question. 

(1) Because of the need to maintain strict confidentiality around Redress WA applications, I would prefer 
to lay out the general policy used to assess payments. I know that the member has mentioned 
Mr Slater’s name but I am certainly not going to put his file across the desk at Parliament. Interim 
payments are based on an urgent preliminary assessment and final payments will be decided after full 
consideration of the case. However, the amount awarded is broadly indicative of the abuse claimed. 

(2) If applicants have received less than $5 000 as an interim payment and they pass away before final 
assessment, their estate will receive an eligibility payment to make up the amount received to $5 000. 

Hon Sue Ellery: By way of interjection, I would never have used his name if I did not have his permission and I 
have his permission. 

Several members interjected. 

The PRESIDENT: Order! 
 


